
 

     As the first round of property tax collection comes to an end, the Village continues to receive praise from resident taxpayers, 
business owners and State elected officials. “We hear daily compliments from people who are paying their taxes here at Village 
Hall. The look on people‟s faces when I tell them they are receiving, in some instances, hundreds of dollars back has been 
priceless” fifteen-year Deputy Treasurer Donna Jackson stated.    
     The Village‟s continued use of all of the „tools‟ provided in the State Budget by Governor Walker seems to be raising quite a 
stir.  With regard to these „tools‟ long-time Village Trustee Dan Neu had the following to say, “Being the owner of a local home 
construction company, if the State is going to give us a hammer, wrench, pliers and screwdrivers I am not going to try to use my 
hammer to tighten a loose screw. Like my dad always used to say, make sure you use the right tool for the right job”. The use of 
these „tools‟ for the Village of Richfield included the contribution of 5.8% towards employee retirement, the continued 
contributions to health insurance by our employees, the widely publicized and successful partnership with the Richfield Joint 
School District for the lease of a Village-owned truck, as well as the utilization of a 1.24% levy increase based on net new 
construction in the Village. “As Administrator Schoemann explained during our Community Budget Workshops and at the Public 
Hearing for the 2012 Budget in November, after the reevaluation was completed the State informed us that we had an additional 
1.24% in value due to „new construction‟. To ensure that existing taxpayers didn‟t pay for the maintenance of new roads and 
additional services related to this „new construction‟ we approved a 1.24% levy increase to accommodate new housing growth” 
said Trustee Sandy Voss.  
               Village President John Jeffords echoed those sentiments saying, “While on its face any increase may seem to be 
inappropriate during these tough economic times, the alternative of making long-time residents and taxpayers bear the burden of 
costs related to new construction was even more inappropriate”. The Village Board agreed when they voted 4-1 in favor of the 
2012 Village Budget. “The bottom line is we are not opposed to the right types of development, but it certainly shouldn‟t be done 
at the cost of existing taxpayers- new home owners need to pay their fair share too” added Trustee Rock Brandner. “Specifically, 
in this case the use of net new construction was explored to offset the ongoing costs of maintaining new roads and infrastructure 
in the Reflections Village subdivision off of STH 175” Schoemann insisted.  
          In coming to the determination that using net new construction was appropriate for the Village, the Staff and Village Board 
relied on their fiscally prudent principals and a recent survey taken during the Strategic Planning initiative Richfield has recently 
undergone. The results of that survey showed that residents  overwhelmingly supported, by a rate of 3:1, modest tax increases 
that were justified in order to keep service levels at the status quo. Between executing the decisive message sent by the 
residents of Richfield, and standing by Richfield‟s longtime principles of new developments paying their own way, the decision to 
utilize this specific „tool‟ was clearly the right decision.             Cont. page 2 

Emptying the “Tool Box” to Balance the Budget 

  

Upcoming Events: 

 Date   Event   Time   Location 
 

 02/16/12 Village Board    7:30 p.m.  Village Hall Lower Level 
 02/21/12 Election    7:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. Northbrook Church Lower Level 
 02/23/12 Richfield Historical Society 7:00 p.m.  Village Hall Lower Level 
 03/01/12 Community Forum  5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. Village Hall Lower Level 
 03/01/12 Plan Commission  7:30 p.m.  Village Hall Lower Level 
 03/14/12 Park Commission  6:30 p.m.  Village Hall Lower Level 
 03/15/12 Village Board   7:30 p.m.  Village Hall Lower Level 
 03/22/12 Richfield Historical Society 7:00 p.m.  Village Hall Lower Level 
 04/03/12 Election    7:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. Northbrook Church Lower Level 
 04/05/12 Community Forum  5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. Village Hall Lower Level 
 04/05/12 Plan Commission  7:30 p.m.  Village Hall Lower Level 
 04/11/12  Park Commission  6:30 p.m.  Village Hall Lower Level 
 04/19/12 Village Board   7:30 p.m.  Village Hall Lower Level 
 04/26/12 Richfield Historical Society 7:00 p.m.  Village Hall Lower Level 
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Elections 2012 
     The year 2012 will certainly be a year filled with elections.  
Not only do we have the typical four elections:  two in spring and 
two in fall, but additional recall elections are in the works.  New 
election laws include photo ID, new requirements for absentee 
voters, changes to election dates, and redistricting. Let‟s take a 
look at some of the changes that will affect you more closely. 
     The February election has historically been the Presidential 
Primary: The election in which Wisconsin voters cast their ballots 
for their Presidential candidate of choice.  New legislation has 
moved the Presidential Primary to the April election.  This 
February‟s election will include only School Board races in the 
Slinger and Germantown School Districts.  The September 
Primary election has been moved to the second week in August.  
The 2012 scheduled elections are: 
February 21, April 3, August 14, and November 6 
 
     New on Election Day:  From today forward, all voters must 
provide a photo ID and sign the poll book prior to receiving a 
ballot.  Please have your ID‟s out and ready to show the poll 
workers.  To find out what ID‟s are acceptable for a photo ID, 
please visit our website, call or email Deputy Clerk Fochs. 

     The photo ID requirement extends to most absentee 
voters as well.  If you vote in-person at the Clerk‟s office, we 
will ask to see an ID just as if you are voting on Election Day.  
If you vote absentee by mail, a copy of your ID must 
accompany your request for a ballot.  Indefinitely confined 
absentee voters are exempt from the photo ID requirement.  
Absentee ballots are available in the Clerk‟s Office on the 
third Monday prior to any election. 
     Redistricting has added another layer to the election  
experience as well.  New wards and districts have been 
created which occurs with the census every ten years.  We 
will ask every voter to either check the new map online, 
contact the Deputy Clerk, or check-in on Election Day to find 
out your new ward/district. All residents will still vote at the 
Northbrook Church, but the location within the church may 
have changed.     
     All election information can be found on the Deputy 
Clerk‟s page of the website, by emailing 
 deputyclerk@richfieldwi.gov, or calling the Village Hall at  
(262) 628-2260. 
Caroline Fochs, Deputy Clerk 

Continued page 1 
     Not everyone was okay with the increase however as alluded to in a recent Letter to the Editor, some residents were „very 
angry‟. Part of that misplaced anger however may be due to the misinterpretation of figures in the Village Budget. “Adding the 
tax levy increase of 1.24% with the mill rate of 7.86% is akin to adding the total spending of the Village with the total revenue of 
the Village and claiming that the Village doubled its municipal budget in 2012” Administrator Schoemann quipped.  
     What is important to note though is while each tax bill is uniquely different, over 75% of all tax bills in the Village saw a 
significant decrease in the amount paid for property taxes in 2011. This is further supported by the fact the Village has issued an 
unprecedented $225,000 in tax refunds to individuals Village-wide. This compares to more typical years of less than $25,000 
refunded back.  
Josh Schoemann 
Administrator 

Shop Talk 
     Well the doors are open once again so let‟s talk about what‟s happening here at the highway garage.  Old man winter may be 
suffering from dementia as of late.  It seems that he keeps forgetting that winter should bring snow and cold weather, not that we 
are complaining it is just that we are concerned.  All joking aside, it has been a great winter from a budget side of things. The 
snow has been held to a few small storms and the outlook for the rest of winter is promising.  That being said, I wouldn‟t put the 
snow blower or shovel away just yet.  It seems that the weather has a mind all its own and is capable of surprising us at any 
time.  If you do happen to see one or more of our plow drivers out and about please take the time to say “thank you” for their 
service.  These men and women devote a lot of hours to making sure we can travel around the Village safely and for that, we 
thank them. 
     Winter time is also the time of year Community Services Director Healy and I get a chance to meet with residents about the 
upcoming road maintenance schedule.  Our first meeting of 2012 was held on January 19

th
 at 5:00pm at Village Hall.  We had a 

great turn out and had the opportunity to discuss some potential issues with property owners, and residents had a chance to ask 
questions in a non-formal and laid back setting.  This is another way the Village can reach out and allow our residents to roll up 
their sleeves and get some hands on time helping to shape the way local government works for you.  Mr. Healy and I will be 
hosting a second meeting in the lower level of Village Hall on February 16

th
 2012 from 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm.  Feel free to stop out 

and take a look at the work being proposed.  All are welcome. 
     As a final note, the Village of Richfield would like to welcome to our family the new 30hr/week employee, Mr. Leon Schmitz.  
Mr. Schmitz has been part of our dedicated winter staff as a plow driver for a number of years.  During his tenure with the 
Village, Leon has established a great working relationship with the Highway Staff and will surely be a great addition to our crew.  
Leon is a dedicated family man and a real joy to be around.  Please be sure to say “hello” if and when you see him out and 
about. 
     That wraps up our talk for now.  Remember that the walking trails are still open for your enjoyment and we look forward to 
seeing you out there.  Please drive safe and keep the shinny side up. 
Ryan Welsing Highway/Parks Superintendent 
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We Want You!!! 
     The Village is currently accepting applications for various 
Boards and Commissions.  Appointments will be made at the 
May 17, 2012 meeting of the Village Board. Applications are 
due to the Clerk‟s Office by 4:00 pm on May 2, 2012.    

     We are looking for applicants to sit on the following Boards/
Commissions: 

 Plan Commission  

 Park Commission  

 Board of Zoning Appeals 

 Board of Review  

 Architectural Review Board 
     Applications are available at the Village Hall or online on 
the Applications/Forms page of the Village website 
www.richfieldwi.gov. 

Extreme Makeover: Website Edition 
     On Sunday, January 15, 2012 the Hartford Times Press ran a 
story regarding a contest that the Village had won to receive a 
new website. Below are some excerpts from that article: 

     “The Village announced that it was one of the winners of 
CivicPlus‟ nationwide “Extreme Website Makeover” competition. 
CivicPlus is a company specializing in designing municipal, city 
and county government e-communication systems. Richfield 
was picked as one of 11 winners out of about 150 entries to 
receive a free website upgrade. The new website will be built 
entirely from scratch, feature an updated design and will be 
hosted and maintained free for two years. The prize is worth 
approximately $30,000-$40,000.” 
     The new website will incorporate features like a streamlined 
application process for building, electrical and plumbing permits, 
the ability to pay other permit fees online, citizen request tracker 
to see in „real time‟ how a certain request is being processed by 
Staff, the ability to „chat live‟ with Staff if they are online, safety 
notifications, video, enhanced audio, newly created cell phone 
mobile site, a robust interactive blog for residents and Staff, plus 
much, much more! 
     It is anticipated that the new website will be created and „go 
live‟ in 4-6 months. Please continue to stay tuned to the Village 
website for more timeline updates and progress reports as we 
receive them. Also, don‟t forget to „LIKE‟ us on Facebook to get 
up to the minute Village updates on the go!   

 

Village Board 
John Jeffords (President)     (262) 628-0385 

Dan Neu       (262) 628-0177 

Rock Brandner       (262) 628-1665 

Mike Shea        (262) 628-0157 

Sandy Voss      (414) 840-5768 
 

Village Staff 
Village Hall     (262) 628-2260 

Administrator    Ext 15 

Deputy Clerk     Ext 11 

Deputy Treasurer/Clerk   Ext 13 

Community Services Director  Ext 14 

Administrative Assistant   Ext 10 

Building Inspector    Ext. 17 

Public Works/Parks Superintendent  (262) 628-7505 

Assessor     (262) 253-1142 

Highway Department   (262) 628-1381 

Recycling Center    (262) 628-0700 

Sheriff’s Department   (262) 335-4378 

Dog Licensing For 2012 

     Now that the tax collection season has ended, I want to 
remind those of you with dogs that you have until March 31

st
 to 

get their licenses without a penalty. Many of you paid for your 
dog licenses when you paid your taxes, but for the rest of you 
who haven‟t, please keep the above date in mind. There is a 
$5.00 penalty after March 31

st
 for each dog you own. If you 

have over 3 dogs and must get a pet fancier‟s permit that 
could add up quickly. So remember to mark that date on your 
calendar. 

     The license fee remains the same as in 2011. Spayed 
females and neutered males are $10.00 and un-spayed  
females and un-neutered males are $20.00. A pet fancier‟s 
permit remains at $30.00, plus the cost of a license for each 
dog.  Don‟t forget that you are required to show evidence of 
rabies shots at the time you obtain your licenses. 
Donna Jackson, Deputy Treasurer 

Building Inspector      

     Please be reminded that after the installation of a Water 
Heater, Water Softener, Iron Filter, Dishwasher, Furnace, Air 
Conditioner or any other appliance that your contractor has 
procured a permit for, a subsequent inspection is required to 
ensure that the appliance was installed properly. After receiving 
the permit application, my office will send out a “reminder” post 
card asking you to call my office to schedule an inspection. My 
inspection schedule is as follows: Monday-Friday, 9:00 am -
11:30 am and 1:30 pm - 3:30 pm. You may 
schedule an appointment by calling  
(262) 628-2260. Please have the permit number 
handy when calling.  
Joel Jaster, Building Inspector 

The Intern’s Corner  

     Since I started with the Village in late September I have 
completed a number of projects and tasks.  These tasks have 
included researching and writing policies, assisting in the 
completion of the 2012 Village Budget, and helping the Staff with 
odds and ends around Village Hall.  I also had the great 
pleasure of processing property taxes and dog licenses this 
year, which allowed me to meet many of the Village‟s residents.  
I have been able to learn a lot in the short time I have been here 
and I look forward to continuing to contribute on a number of 
Village projects.  I am very thankful to be able to continue my 
internship into 2012 with the Village of Richfield. 
Martin Shanks, Intern 
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